
CHALLENGE OF
THE WEEK

UPCOMING
EVENTS

This couple is best known as the parents of St. Therese of
Lisieux (the Little Flower), but they are models of holiness
in their own right. Louis was born in 1823 in Bordeaux.
When his hope of entering religious life was thwarted he
became a watchmaker. Zelie Guerin was born in 1831. She,
too, hoped to become a religious, but eventually
understood that it was not God’s will. She became a
successful lace-maker. Louis and Zelie met in Alencon
and were married in 1858 after a three-month courtship. 
 Zelie gave birth to nine children, five of whom entered
religious life. The family lived a comfortable lifestyle, but
they also suffered the loss of four children at an early age
and had to deal with a rebellious daughter. Their devotion
never wavered, however. The couple lived modestly,
reached out to the poor and the needy, and led daily
prayers in the household. St. Therese would later write:
“God gave me a father and a mother who were more
worthy of heaven than of earth.” In 1877, at age 45, Zelie
Martin died of breast cancer. Louis and his daughters
moved to Lisieux. Gradually his daughters left to enter the
convent. Despite his loneliness he said: “It is a great, great
honor for me that the Good Lord desires to take all of my
children. If I had anything better, I would not hesitate to
offer it to him.” Louis died in 1894 after suffering greatly,
including a three-year stay in a psychiatric hospital.
St. Louis and Zelie Martin Pray for us!

SAINT FOR THE
JOURNEY

What makes a happy marriage? What
does it mean to love someone
"heroically"? Poll some of the adults in
your life to get their thoughts, add a few
of your own ideas, and write about it.
Prayerfully inventory your wardrobe. Is
there something that doesn't reflect the
dignity of a child of God? Think of one
way you exercise the virtue of modesty
this week.
Ask your parents or grandparents about
their wedding day.

CAR & DINNER
CONVO

What do you think true love looks like
when a couple has been married a
long time? In what ways is it different
than at the beginning? What qualities
are most important to cultivate to
make sure your future marriage will
last for life?
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The purpose of this lesson is to
communicate the holiness and beauty of
the Sacrament of Matrimony and to help
candidates understand the importance of
preparing for this sacrament, not as the
world does but according to God's design.
The prevalence of social media and the
tendency to "hang out" has produced a
generation that to a great extent has been
deprived of authentic friendships with
those of the opposite sex. And yet these
friendships are an important part of
discerning whether one has been called to
marriage (and with whom) - always with an
emphasis on self- respect and refusing to
use others for physical or emotional
gratification.

W H A T  W E  D I D
WHAT IS MARRIAGE?
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THE PARACLETE

ST. LOUIS & ZELIE MARTIN
Lived:  1823-1894

Feast Day: July 12

Patron Saint of:  Illness,

Marriage, Parenting,

Widowers

Dec 21st - Family Christmas Movie Night
The whole family is invited! 7PM Youth center
Dec 31st - All forms for 8th Grade Students Due
Jan 11th - Free, Total, Faithful, Fruitful
Jan 14th - 8th Grade Retreat
Jan 18th - Kids Food Basket Service Night
Jan 25th - Where is God Calling me?


